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Today’s Focus

Discuss the latest recommendations for 
COVID-19 bivalent boosters and how to 
implement programs for COVID-19 and 

influenza vaccination this Fall.
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Learning Objectives

1. Compare the latest COVID-19 and influenza vaccine 
products and recommendations for use. 

2. Describe practical strategies for managing COVID-
19, influenza and other vaccination needs emerging 
this fall.

3. Discuss common concerns and questions and how 
they can be addressed to build vaccine confidence. 
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Open Forum Ground Rules

• Use the Questions field on the GoToWebinar toolbar to 
submit comments and questions related to the topic 
discussion.

• We will try to get to as many comments and questions 
as possible!  

• Refer to the Handout in the GoToWebinar toolbar to 
access today’s slides and links to resources.

• Today’s recording will be made available soon.
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Discussion with John Grabenstein and 
Gretchen Garofoli

Discuss the latest recommendations for COVID-19 
bivalent boosters and how to implement programs for 
COVID-19 and influenza vaccination this Fall.
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Celebrate!  Success after 22 months of COVID-19 vaccinations!

> 270 million COVID-19 vaccinations given by community pharmacists and teams, Dec 2020—Sep 2022

45% of U.S. COVID-19 vaccinations given by community pharmacists and teams, Dec 2020—Sep 2022 

> 50% of U.S. COVID-19 vaccinations via pharmacist-led programs in all settings, Dec 2020—Sep 2022

8.1 million COVID-19 vaccinations given by pharmacists at long-term care facilities, Dec 2020—Apr 2021

1.3 million vaccinations given by student pharmacists via “Operation Immunization,” Dec 2020—Jun 2021 

2/3 drop •  COVID-19 deaths among LTC residents fell by 2/3 compared to all COVID-19 deaths, Dec 2020-Feb 

2021

> 5.4 million inpatients cared for by pharmacists and teams, Feb 2020—Sep 2022

> 42 million patient specimens tested by pharmacists for COVID-19, Apr 2020—Jul 2022 

> 100,000 COVID-19 monoclonal antibody treatments provided by pharmacists, Nov 2020—Jun 2022

70% of vaccinating pharmacies located in communities with moderate-to-high social vulnerability

Overall, U.S. pharmacists and teams provided > 350 million interventions to > 150 million people

Grabenstein JD. Essential services: Quantifying the contributions of America’s pharmacists in COVID-19 clinical interventions. 
Journal of American Pharmacists Association 2022;62: in press. doi.org/10.1016/j.japh.2022.08.010
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Bivalent COVID-19 Booster Recommendations
• Recommended for everyone 12 years of age and older

• People 12-17 years of age can only receive Pfizer bivalent booster

• People 18 years of age and older can receive either the Pfizer or Moderna 
bivalent booster

• At least 2 months (8 weeks) after any previous dose
• Final dose in a primary series

• Last monovalent booster dose

• The enhanced booster shot should be administered to all persons in 
this age range, regardless of the number of monovalent booster 
doses the person has previously received

CDC. Stay Up to Date with COVID-19 Vaccines Including Boosters. https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/stay-up-to-date.html. September 8, 2022.
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Why Should a Booster Dose Be Given?

Dr. Scobie. ACIP Sept 1, 2022. www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip.
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Why Should a Booster Dose Be Given?

Dr. Scobie. ACIP Sept 1, 2022. www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip.

14

VaccineConfident.Pharmacist.com

http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/


Interim COVID-19 

Immunization Schedule

for Persons 6 Months of 

Age and Older
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-

19/downloads/COVID-19-

immunization-schedule-

ages-6months-older.pdf
As of 9/7/22
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COVID-19 Vaccines and Error Avoidance

Monovalent Moderna product authorized 

for individuals ages 6–11 years old has a 

dark blue cap and purple label border.

Bivalent Moderna product has a dark blue cap 

and a gray label border.

Dr. Hall. ACIP Sept 1, 2022. www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip.
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COVID-19 Vaccines and Error Avoidance

The bivalent and monovalent Pfizer-BioNTech products both have gray caps and 

gray label borders, as pictured above.

Dr. Hall. ACIP Sept 1, 2022. www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip.
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COVID-19 Vaccines and Error Avoidance
Five Rights Application to COVID-19 Vaccines Comment

Right person

Age today?
Immunocompromised?
Prior COVID-19 vaccine: # of doses? 

which brand?

Pick the right flow diagram

Assess record card or IIS

Right time
Interval since last vaccination 
(≥ 2 months since prior vaccination)

Assess record card or IIS

Right drug

What’s in stock?
Bivalent only if primary series complete
and Moderna: age 18+

Pfizer/BNT: age 12+

Right package: 
Moderna bivalent    = blue cap/gray label
Pfizer/BNT bivalent = “bivalent” 

Read the carton and vial labels

Use the current (revised) Fact Sheet

Right dose
Moderna bivalent = 50 mcg (not 100)
Pfizer/BNT bivalent = 30 mcg

Refresh training on storage and handling

Right route IM injection Consider anterolateral thigh for multiple vaccines

19

VaccineConfident.Pharmacist.com

https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/


Error Prevention Strategies in Practice

• Store different types of vaccines separately in refrigerator/freezer

• Clearly mark which COVID-19 vaccines are utilized for primary series 
vs booster

• Indicate age restrictions for each vaccine type
• COVID-19 vaccines

• Influenza vaccines
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Error Prevention Strategies in Practice
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Error Prevention Strategies in Practice
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At-A-Glance 

COVID-19 

Vaccination 

Schedules

www.cdc.gov/vac

cines/covid-

19/downloads/CO

VID-19-vacc-

schedule-at-a-

glance-508.pdf
As of 9/7/22
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Dr. Oliver. ACIP, Sept. 1, 2022. www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip
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CDC MMWR. https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/rr/pdfs/rr7101a1-
H.pdf. August 26, 2022.

“Influenza vaccines might be available as early as July or August, 
but for most persons who need only 1 dose of influenza vaccine for 
the season, vaccination should ideally be offered during 
September or October. However, vaccination should continue 
after October and throughout the season as long as influenza 
viruses are circulating and unexpired vaccine is available. 

For most adults (particularly adults aged ≥65 years) and for 
pregnant persons in the first or second trimester, vaccination during 
July and August should be avoided unless there is concern that 
vaccination later in the season might not be possible. 

Certain children aged 6 months through 8 years need 2 doses; 
these children should receive the first dose as soon as possible 
after vaccine is available, including during July and August. 
Vaccination during July and August can be considered for children 
of any age who need only 1 dose for the season and for pregnant 
persons who are in the third trimester if vaccine is available 
during those months. …

ACIP recommends that adults aged ≥65 years preferentially 
receive any one of the following higher dose or adjuvanted 
influenza vaccines: quadrivalent high-dose inactivated influenza 
vaccine (HD-IIV4), quadrivalent recombinant influenza vaccine 
(RIV4), or quadrivalent adjuvanted inactivated influenza vaccine 
(aIIV4). If none of these three vaccines is available at an 
opportunity for vaccine administration, then any other age-
appropriate influenza vaccine should be used. … ”

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/rr/pdfs/rr7101a1-H.pdf


Learning Collaborative Feedback

• Concerns from pharmacy team members
• Error prevention

• Lack of adequate staffing

• Inventory management for influenza and COVID-19 vaccines

• Concerns from patients
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CDC Resources
cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us
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Continuing Education

https://www.medscape.org/viewarticle/976013
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Immunize.org Resources
immunize.org/covid-19
immunize.org/express
immunize.org/subscribe

VaccineConfident.Pharmacist.com
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Open Forum Discussion 
Your Comments, Questions, Feedback
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APhA Update
How to Engage & Learn More



APhA Resources
pharmacist.com/
Practice/COVID-
19/COVID-19-
Vaccines
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Pharmacist Guide for Influenza Vaccine Selection
vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com
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Developed by the 

APhA Foundation and 

the National Forum for 

Heart Disease and 

Stroke Prevention

Access the resource 

here:

www.nationalforum.org/

collaborations/flu/
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ICYMI: Pulse on Practice & Policy

Pulse on Practice & Policy 

Open Forum Series

Register for our upcoming open forum on 

Thursday, October 13th from 1-2pm ET!

VaccineConfident.Pharmacist.com
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The attendance code will be announced on 
the next slide…
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• Be prepared to record the code when it appears

• To obtain CPE credit:

1. After the webinar ends, return to your “My Training” page 
(https://apha.docebosaas.com/pages/21/apha-learning-library-home)

2. Log in using your pharmacist.com username and password

3. Click on the “The Latest Recommendations for COVID-19 and Influenza Vaccinations” 
session listed in your enrollments

4. Enter the attendance code

5. Complete the evaluation
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