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Discuss breaking updates and information to help you 

prepare to administer booster doses, including 

recommendations for use and considerations related to 

authority, documentation, and billing.
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4:00pm: Introductions

4:05pm: Discussion with Steve Foster & John Grabenstein

4:30pm: Open Forum Discussion: Share Your Questions & Thoughts

4:50pm: Review of APhA’s Ongoing Activities & What’s Coming
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Open Forum Ground Rules
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• Use the Questions field on the GoToWebinar toolbar to submit 

comments and questions related to the topic discussion.

• We will try to get to as many comments and questions as possible!  

• Refer to the Handout in the GoToWebinar toolbar to access today’s 

slides and links to resources.
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Discussion with Steve Foster & John Grabenstein 
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Discuss breaking updates and information to help you 

prepare to administer booster doses, including 

recommendations for use and considerations related to 

authority, documentation, and billing.
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Booster Doses of COVID-19 Vaccines
Policy on booster doses will be coordinated with FDA for regulatory 

allowance, and ACIP for recommendations for use

After FDA regulatory action, ACIP will have additional 

discussions around recommendations for use
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FDA Authorization
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Booster
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FDA revised the Pfizer-BioNTech EUA to allow for use of a 

single booster dose administered at least six months after 

completion of the primary series in: 

• Individuals 65 yrs or older;

• Individuals 18 - 64 years of age at high risk of severe COVID-

19; and

• Individuals 18 - 64 years of age whose frequent institutional 

or occupational exposure to SARS-CoV-2 puts them at high 

risk of serious complications of COVID-19 including severe 

COVID-19.

Populations could include:

• Health care workers

• Teachers and day care staff

• Grocery workers

• Those in homeless shelters or prisons

Actual groups to be included in 

recommendations to be released 

by CDC.  

CDC recommendation needed for 

providers to begin administering 

Booster doses. 

Next Steps:
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ACIP Decision Discussions
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Additional Dose Booster Dose
Administered when the immune 

response following an original 

vaccine series is likely

insufficient.

Administered when the immune 

response following an original 

vaccine series is sufficient, but 

likely to have waned overtime.

Recommendations
Certain immunocompromised 

individuals SHOULD receive an 

additional dose of mRNA 

COVID-19 vaccine to achieve a 

sufficient level of protection.

Updated Pfizer-BioNTech and 

Moderna three-dose vaccine 

series for certain 

immunocompromised individuals 

≥28 days later:

Dose 1 → Dose 2 → Dose 3 

Certain individuals

who received a primary series of 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 

vaccine SHOULD receive a 

booster dose to maintain a 

sufficient level of protection. 

Updated Pfizer-BioNTech two-

dose COVID-19 vaccine series, 

followed by a booster for certain 

individuals ≥6 months later:

Dose 1 → Dose 2 → Booster 

At least 6 months after 

a primary vaccine series:

 Persons aged ≥65 years

 Long-term Care Facility 

(LTCF) residents

 Persons aged 50-

64 years with 

underlying medical 

conditions

 Persons aged 18-

49 years with underlying 

medical conditions and 

based on individual 

benefit and risk

 Persons aged 18-

64 at risk of 

exposure and 

transmission because 

of occupational 

or institutional setting.*

* would include health 

care workers, teachers and 

other essential workers

As of 9/24/21

Certain 

immunocompromised 

individuals include 

individuals who are 

moderately or 

immunocompromised
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Underlying Medical Conditions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
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• Cancer

• Chronic kidney disease

• Chronic lung diseases, including COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease), asthma (moderate-to-severe), 

interstitial lung disease, cystic fibrosis, and pulmonary hypertension

• Dementia or other neurological conditions

• Diabetes (type 1 or type 2)

• Down syndrome

• Heart conditions (such as heart failure, coronary artery disease, cardiomyopathies or hypertension)

• HIV infection

• Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system)

• Liver disease

• Overweight and obesity

• Pregnancy

• Sickle cell disease or thalassemia

• Smoking, current or former

• Solid organ or blood stem cell transplant

• Stroke or cerebrovascular disease, which affects blood flow to the brain

• Substance use disorders
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There is currently not enough data to support a 

recommendation for additional doses or boosters in individuals 

who received the Moderna or Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 

vaccines. FDA and CDC are working to provide guidance to 
these individuals. 
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Interchangeability 
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COMIRNATY and Pfizer-BioNTech

• Interchangeable for any patient, per 

CDC

• Same formulation

• COMIRNATY is FDA-approved for 

individuals ages 16 years and older

• Pfizer-BioNTech is FDA-authorized for 

individuals ages 12-15 years old 

Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna

• Interchangeable ONLY when a 

moderately or severely 

immunocompromised patient presents 

for an additional dose and the product 

given for the first two doses is not 

available, per CDC

• mRNA vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-product%2Fclinical-considerations.html#Interchangeability
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-us.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Finfo-by-product%2Fclinical-considerations.html#considerations-additional-vaccine-dose
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Discussion with Steve Foster & John Grabenstein 
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Discuss breaking updates and information to help you 

prepare to administer booster doses, including 

recommendations for use and considerations related to 

authority, documentation, and billing.
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Dose

Prescription 

Billing Pathway 

(NCPDP): SCC 

Values

Medical Billing Pathway:

CPT Codes

All COVID-19 

Vaccines
Pfizer-BioNTech Moderna Janssen (J&J)

First Dose 2 0001A 0011A 0031A

Second Dose 6 0002A 0012A

Additional 

Dose*

7 0003A 0013A

Booster Dose 10** 0004A 0064A

Billing for COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters

*For targeted populations

**Some PBMs may temporarily require SCC 7 and SCC 10 to be submitted together
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Open Forum Discussion:

Share Your Questions & Thoughts
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Review of APhA’s Ongoing Activities 

& What’s Coming
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• PREP Act 9th amendment - Authorization for pharmacists to order 

and administer select COVID-19 therapeutics, including 

monoclonal antibody therapy

• Testing: Expansion of testing to 10,000 additional “retail” 

pharmacies 

• Boosters: Utilizing all pharmacies to administer millions of doses 

of the vaccine boosters once they are approved

Link to the Plan: President Biden's COVID-19 Plan | The White House

https://www.whitehouse.gov/covidplan/
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PREP Act – 9th Amendment
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Visit the NEW APhA COVID-19 Therapeutics 

page to access our resources and training!

https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Therapeutics
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NEW CPE! 
Free training program designed to 

fully satisfy the requirements of the 

PREP Act by supplementing the 

Pharmacy-based Immunization 

Delivery certificate training programs.

Learn more. 

https://elearning.pharmacist.com/products/6774/covid-19-monoclonal-antibody-assessment-administration
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Visit APhA’s COVID-19 

Vaccines page.

Visit APhA’s Vaccine Confident website to 

access resources, talking points, and other 

information to empower pharmacists to build 

vaccine confidence. 

https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/

https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/COVID-19-Vaccines
https://vaccineconfident.pharmacist.com/
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Post on ENGAGE
Pharmacy’s Response to COVID-19

POST your questions

SHARE your lessons learned

SUPPORT your colleagues

ACCESS the latest information

What are the top 

questions you’re 

hearing from 

patients?

How are you 

managing you 

immunization 

workflows?

Not a member? Join today!

https://membership.pharmacist.com/
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Thursday, October 14, 1:00-2:00 pm ET

CE Available

Registration coming soon! 

Today’s webinar will be available at
https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Open-Forum-Webinars

Join Us!

https://www.pharmacist.com/Practice/COVID-19/Open-Forum-Webinars

